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" Well, will you be off soon ? Shall I give a feed to your
horse ? "
" Off to where ? " Gregor glanced abstractedly at his
father.
" Why, to Kargin/'
" I'm not going to-day/'
" What's that ? "
ft I've changed my mind/' Gregor licked his dry lips and
turned his eyes to the sky. " Clouds are coming up and it
looks like rain. There's no point in my getting wet through/'
" That's true," the old man agreed, but he did not believe
Gregor, for only a few minutes previously he had been in the
cattle-yard at the back of the hut and had seen him talking
to Aksinia. " Up to the old tricks/' he thought anxiously.
" I hope he won't be getting across Natalia again, Damn
him, surely it wasn't me who gave birth to such a hound ! "
He stared after his son's retreating back and, rummaging
in his memory, recalling his own early manhood, he decided :
" It's me, the devil! Only he's beaten his old father at it.
I could kill him, rather than have him turning Aksinia's
head again and bringing trouble into the family ! But how
to kill him ? "
Formerly, if he had caught Gregor talking to Aksinia he
would not have hesitated to strike him across the back with
whatever came to hand. But now he said nothing, and did
not even reveal that he knew the true cause of Gregor's
sudden change of mind. For Gregor was no longer
" Grishka," a wild young cossack, but a divisional com-
mander, a general with thousands of cossacks under him,
even though he did not wear epaulettes. And how cpuld
he, Pantaleimon, who had never been higher than a sergeant,
raise his hand against a general, though he was his own
son ? His sense of discipline would not allow him even to
consider it, and so he felt that his hands were tied, and he
was alienated from Gregor. Even while ploughing the day
before, when Gregor had shouted sternly to him : " What
are you standing gaping there for? Get hold of that
plough ! " he had submitted and had not uttered a word
in answer.
" Frightened of the rain ! " he muttered. When there
was not a sign of rain, when only one little cloud was scudding
along over the sky ! Should he tell Natalia ? Feeling relief